A thigmotaxis-based method of recapturing and transporting small mammals in the laboratory.
One of the challenges associated with breeding and testing of wild animals in the laboratory is their drive to escape. Wild rats attempt to escape their cages as soon as they are opened, and recapturing is often difficult and dangerous to laboratory personnel. The authors describe a method of recapturing wild small mammals in a laboratory setting that takes advantage of thigmotaxis, or the natural tendency to move close to walls and other solid objects. They describe a simple device that is easy to construct and can be used to recapture escaped rats and return them to their home cages. The recapture technique is efficient and benefits animals' well-being by minimizing their distress.